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commitment to provide 40 percent of 
the excess cost of educating students 
with disabilities, there is no doubt that 
IDEA has been an important part of en-
suring that students with disabilities 
are able to become full and productive 
members of society. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support House Concurrent Resolution 
329. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Ms. HIRONO. Once again, I urge all 

of my colleagues to support this resolu-
tion, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Hawaii (Ms. 
HIRONO) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 329. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

BRANDON RANDOLPH MICHAEL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I re-
cently got a letter from a grieving fam-
ily in Florida. Their young 21-year-old 
son was killed 3 years ago in a sense-
less homicide by an illegal. The family 
is still seeking justice, however. This is 
their son’s story. 

On August 15, 2007, Brandon Ran-
dolph Michael was on the way to his 
lunch break. This is Brandon’s photo-
graph right here. He was driving to the 
credit union to cash his payroll check. 
His vehicle was struck by a car driven 
by a twice-deported illegal named 
Mario Tellez. Brandon’s car flipped 
over several times and landed on its 
hood. Brandon was thrown into a ditch. 

The illegal driver, Mario Tellez, got 
out of his vehicle and calmly sat on the 
curb. He did nothing to help Brandon. 

He did not call for aid. He did nothing 
but watch Brandon struggle when he 
took his last breaths. 

Tellez refused to admit he was driv-
ing the vehicle, and Brandon’s family 
had to go through a torturous, lengthy 
trial. 

Brandon’s family found out that 
Tellez had been in this country ille-
gally for 7 years. He was working and 
sending his money back to Mexico, 
even after having already been de-
ported two times. 

It took a jury only 20 minutes to find 
him guilty of driving without a license 
and causing the death of another per-
son, that being Brandon. The defendant 
was sentenced to only 2 years in the 
penitentiary, 2 years for taking the life 
of another individual. 

Tellez has now served the 2 years for 
murdering Brandon Michael, and, upon 
release, he was deported yet again. But 
here is the rest of the story. 

Tellez’s friend, a Richard Curtis, ad-
mitted during the trial that he har-
bored the illegal fugitive for years and 
hid him out, and Curtis was never pros-
ecuted. 

It was Richard Curtis’ automobile 
that Mario Tellez was driving when he 
killed Brandon Michael. Curtis worked 
for the Federal Government. And, get 
this. He worked for the IRS. Don’t the 
laws apply to Federal bureaucrats as 
well as other people in this country? 

So the family asked the Florida 
State Attorney’s Office, ICE, State, 
and local law enforcement officers to 
enforce the law. The family is asking 
them to charge Richard Curtis with 
harboring, aiding, and abetting an ille-
gal fugitive in this country. 

But no one has prosecuted this appar-
ent lawbreaker. And why not? No one 
seems to be talking. Brandon’s family 
deserves some answers. 

Brandon’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. Rob-
ert Michael, wanted me to know how 
precious their son Brandon was to 
them. 

b 1800 
Here is what they said about him. 

They said he was a fun person to be 
around. He loved life, he celebrated 
with people, and he was seldom ever 
sad. He made others happy. He was 
looking forward to getting married and 
starting a family. And he was a Dallas 
Cowboys fan. He played the keyboard. 
And he played several different sports 
growing up, from T-ball as a small 
child to football in high school. He 
grew up with a loving middle-class 
family that raised him to respect peo-
ple and respect the law. 

Brandon loved giving to those that 
had less than him. He helped feed the 
hungry. He often called his friends and 
asked them for blankets, coats and 
shoes so he could give them away to 
the needy in his area. While in middle 
school, Brandon and his sister were 
pages for the local city council meet-
ings. He worked hard for the car that 
he was driving on that dreadful day he 
was killed by a person illegally in this 
country. 

Brandon loved animals and had just 
about every type during his childhood. 
He wanted to be a veterinarian. 

This is a real American family, suf-
fering real consequences because of lax 
immigration and border enforcement 
laws in this country. Brandon’s life was 
cut short by a twice-deported illegal 
who should not have been in the coun-
try in the first place. 

Brandon’s family is a very close-knit 
group. They told me they have worked 
hard to raise children that loved the 
Lord and loved others and loved this 
country. 

The family said others things. The 
father, Richard Michael, well, first of 
all, he defended this country for 20 
years in the military, and the family 
feels as though our country has turned 
a deaf ear on their plight and their sit-
uation. Our government officials that 
they have trusted seem to have turned 
their backs on this case and Brandon’s 
death. 

The time to enforce the laws in this 
country is now, and they asked me how 
many American children such as their 
precious son have to be killed at the 
hands of illegals before our government 
gets serious about enforcing the laws of 
the land? They said, ‘‘We cannot afford 
to ignore this enormous problem any 
longer. We don’t want another family 
to endure what we have been through 
and are still going through.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, Brandon Randolph Mi-
chael is worth the fight to get it right 
in this country, to enforce the laws 
that we have, to prosecute the guilty, 
to deport criminal aliens, and to secure 
the borders, because it is a national se-
curity issue to protect the lives of peo-
ple like this. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

RECOGNIZING NOVEMBER AS 
AMERICAN DIABETES MONTH 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, every minute, three peo-
ple are diagnosed with diabetes. Every 
day, almost 200 people undergo an am-
putation because of the disease. Fifty 
people go blind and one hundred thirty 
people enter end-stage kidney disease 
programs. If current trends continue, 
one in three children will face a future 
with diabetes. That is one of the most 
frightening statistics I have read in a 
long time. 

The disease is at epidemic propor-
tions, with nearly 24 million children 
and adults living with the disease and 
another 57 million Americans with 
prediabetic conditions, according to 
the American Diabetes Association. 

So what is the cost of this epidemic? 
Almost one in every five health care 
dollars is attributed to caring for 
someone with diabetes. Just in my dis-
trict in Pennsylvania, a 2007 estimate 
says it cost more than $323 million. Na-
tionwide the price tag is $218 billion 
and climbing, but that figure includes 
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